THE  DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
to us, is the major moral issue confronting democracy
to-day. And the fact that it is raised by any considera-
tion of the significance of the general strike is a concrete
instance of how the problems of a socialist movement,
under democracy, necessarily emerge as problems of
the most advanced and delicate social morality.
For the general strike in time of modern war is in
principle indistinguishable from absolute war-resis-
tance. There is no possibility of distinguishing between
the two, because in the conditions of modern warfare,
the whole nation is organized for war: all the produc-
tive energies of society are mobilized, first, towards the
minimum of life-production necessary to keep the
society physically alive (e.g. the provision of food,
transport, and physical protection), and, second,
towards the production of instruments of death, living
or inanimate, for the destruction of the population of
the enemy country. Thus there is no real distinction in
effective social function between members of a modern
society in war. The strike against war is thus
theoretically possible to every citizen simultaneously.
But that would be a total strike of society not against
war, but against itself, which is absurd. And in
practice it would be found to be intolerable; for the
same moral conscience which commands the strike
against war, just as peremptorily and more immediately
commands that one should do one's utmost to save
the lives of the innocent. It is not in actual fact possible
to abstain from helping the helpless and the suffering
on the ground that you are pledged to refuse your
co-operation with society in war. So that in reality
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